Prognostic significance of fascin expression in advanced poorly differentiated serous ovarian cancer.
High expression of the actin-bundling protein fascin correlates well with histological grade and clinical stage of ovarian carcinoma. This study addresses fascin expression in advanced poorly differentiated serous ovarian cancer with respect to progression free interval (PFI) and overall survival. Fascin and Ki-67 expression were analysed in paraffin blocks tissue sections of 56 stage III, poorly differentiated (G3) serous adenocarcinoma patients by immunohistochemistry. Fascin expression was tested for correlation with PFI and overall survival. Fascin expression inversely correlated with Ki-67 expression (p=0.016). Strong fascin immunoreactivity was associated with poor prognosis; patients with low fascin expression had a median survival of 36.5 months versus 32 months for high fascin expression (p=0.041), and the median PFI was 24 versus 17.5 months (p=0.034). Fascin expression is an independent prognostic factor for survival of advanced ovarian serous carcinoma, and may represent a novel therapeutic target for patients with aggressive forms of ovarian cancer.